
Arts & Humanities

The Last Beat

A murder in Riverside Park changed the lives of a group of Columbia undergrads. 
Did it change literature as well?

By David J. Krajicek  | 
Winter 2012 issue

The New York Times, August 18, 1944.

They would become legends — their names etched on the syllabuses of literature 
classes everywhere, their books reprinted and shoved in the back pockets of 
teenagers ripe with wanderlust, their words devoured, memorized, heeded, imitated.

But before the night of August 14, 1944, Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg ’48CC, and 
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