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The Hippocratic Overture

Students at Columbia’s College of Physicians and Surgeons are getting ready to 
practice. Will it make them better doctors?
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Spring/Summer 2015

The CUMC Symphony Orchestra, with Hanjay Wang Conducting. Photo by 
Jörg Meyer.

Two grand pianos face each other, fitted along their broad curves but not touching, 
like two continents early in their separation. At one piano, Aidin Ashoori, who weeks 
earlier had played Chopin at Carnegie Hall, adjusts his bench. At the other, 
Stephanie Chen, a Juilliard graduate, lifts her arms. Chen and Ashoori are set to 
attack Gershwin’s Concerto in F, the grand finale of an evening that included 
violinist Jeremy Ying sawing a Bach partita and pianist Devon Joiner sculpting a 
Chopin ballade.

Several factors make this recital curious. First, there’s the venue: Bard Hall Lounge, 
which by day is a study area in the Bard Hall dormitory on Haven Avenue and West 
169th Street, on Columbia’s medical campus. Second, the performers — there are a 
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