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Musicians perform at a Groupmuse party in New York City this past winter. 
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Sam Bodkin ’12CC has always been a music lover, though when he first arrived on 
campus, his tastes tended more toward the Beatles than Bach. Like most teens, he 
thought classical music was irrelevant — something enjoyed by tuxedo-clad 
aficionados in stuffy concert halls. But during his freshman year at Columbia, Bodkin 
happened to live next door to a cellist.

“He played me Beethoven’s op. 133, the Große Fuge, which is undoubtedly the 
composer’s most modernist, experimental piece. It was so at odds with everything I 
thought I knew about classical music,” Bodkin says.

Bodkin became obsessed. He listened to the fugue up to fifteen times a day, then 


