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They say a spoonful of sugar makes the medicine go down,” says comedian Negin 
Farsad ’02GSAS, ’04SIPA. “For me, the medicine is challenging stereotypes. And the 
sugar is a really sophisticated poop joke.”

Farsad admits that scatological humor is the last thing that people expect from her 
— a relentlessly cheerful, Iranian-American, Muslim comedian with two master’s 
degrees. But she thinks that means she’s doing something right.

“There’s always an assumption that I’m going to be clean or safe, because I’m an 
ethnic woman,” she says. “So there’s a particular moment in every show when 
people realize that I’m different. That’s what I’m after.”
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