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Being There

In more ways than one, Columbia professor Sarah Sze is the artist of the moment.
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Sarah Sze, "Timekeeper" (2016)

You go to Sarah Sze’s studio in Midtown Manhattan, not really knowing what to 
expect. Maybe you’ve seen her work — her installation Still Life with Landscape 
(Model for a Habitat), a bird-and-butterfly sanctuary of steel framework and wooden 
boxes, was perched on the High Line for a year starting in June 2011. Five years 
earlier, Corner Plot, in which a single corner of bricks and windows jutted from the 
pavement, suggesting a sunken apartment building, attracted passersby at Fifth 
Avenue and 60th Street. Or maybe you were at a party recently and saw, on a 


