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Super Freak

Stephen Dubner ’90SOA, coauthor of the popular Freakonomics books and host of 
two hit podcasts, wants to tell you a few things you don’t know.
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Stephen Dubner (Audrey Bernstein)

It’s a Saturday night in New York, and best-selling author Stephen Dubner ’90SOA is 
onstage at Joe’s Pub with Columbia linguistics professor John McWhorter and 
Columbia engineering professor Mike Massimino ’84SEAS, discussing a delicate 
matter: how does an astronaut on a six-hour spacewalk go to the bathroom?

The conversation is a part of Dubner’s podcast Tell Me Something I Don’t Know,
which is taped in front of a live audience at different venues around the country. For 
each episode, Dubner chooses a cohost (this week it’s McWhorter) and a 
professional fact-checker (the New York Times opinion editor and writer Bari Weiss 
’07CC). Then, in a twist on the usual quiz-show format, Dubner challenges his 


