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A Midterm Examination

The voters have spoken, but what did they say? Columbia political scientist Lincoln 
Mitchell '96GSAS assesses the 2010 elections.
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Late on the evening of November 2, when Congressman-elect and soon-to-be 
Speaker of the House John Boehner teared up during his election-night statement, it 
marked the conclusion of a long and improbable journey by Boehner’s Republican 
Party. The GOP, which had been all but irrelevant after successive defeats in 
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