On Campus
Greek Aisles

George's Underground Bazaar settles in Morningside.
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When George and Effie Soter wanted to open a shop, they had their sights set
on a basement space a block from their home on West 113th Street. It was early
1963, and the owner of the space, at 2915 Broadway, offered the Soters a peach of
a deal: $75 a month.

The Soters were new to selling; George was creative director at a Midtown
advertising firm, and Effie had a master’s in social work from Columbia. Sometimes
the Soters took their small sons to the playground at 112th Street and Riverside
Drive, and it was there that they met their eventual business partners, three young
professional couples who, like the Soters, were looking to do something different.
The Soters, both of Greek ancestry, had made numerous trips to Greece, and fell in
love with the fabrics and dresses of the Greek islands. It was their idea to import
these items and sell them in New York. The timing seemed right: Greece had come
into vogue lately, with the success of the Jules Dassin film Never on Sunday (1960),
starring Melina Mercouri. And with rent so low, how could they go wrong?

Full of optimism, the Soters went on their first buying trip to Greece in the summer
of 1963. But when they returned with their crates of merchandise, they were dealt a
blow: The landlord reneged on their deal. Desperate, the Soters hustled to find
another space. Their search soon led them to a big empty storefront on East 49th
Street. The property, which included five 19th- century buildings and a charming
passageway-cum-garden, was owned by James Amster, a prominent interior
designer whose commissions included Peacock Alley at the Waldorf-Astoria.

“Amster asked us what kind of store we wanted to open,” says George, an elegant
and sociable man of 82 who speaks with the deep, polished intonations of a
venerable stage actor. “We told him, and he said, ‘“You're just what | wanted: chic



