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The First Pulitzer Prize

Joseph Pulitzer, the man behind the awards for journalism, literature, drama, and 
music, spared no expense when it came to his own writing desk. 
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The Wooton Desk Company of Indianapolis sprang up in 1870 at the dawn of the 
Gilded Age, resulting in expansive desks that seemed to express the limitlessness of 
America. Captains of industry like oil tycoon John D. Rockefeller and railroad 
magnate Jay Gould each owned one, and in 1883, Joseph Pulitzer, the new editor 
and publisher of the New York World, got a Wooton of his own. Pulitzer, who had 
come to America from Hungary at seventeen with little money or English, was now, 
at thirty-six, shopping like a proper plutocrat. His hand-carved Patent Cabinet 


