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Of Snakes and Butterflies

When Zhou Long won the 2011 Pulitzer for Music, he gained something more than 
artistic laurels.

By Stacey Kors  | 
Summer 2011

Zhou Long in Heilongjiang province in the early 1970s.

Puccini had disappeared.

It was September 1969, and 16-year-old Zhou Long, a student from Beijing, arrived 
in the harsh climate of China’s northeast Heilongjiang province, 1200 miles away 
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