
Alumni

Alumni Go to Washington

Columbia graduates are key players in the Biden administration.

Spring/Summer 2021

 

Agriculture

Sara Bleich '00CC, senior advisor, COVID-19, Department of Agriculture

 

Arts, Humanities, and Media

Peter Cook '89GSAPP, member, Commission on Fine Arts

Beverly Gage '04GSAS, member, National Council on the Humanities

https://magazine.columbia.edu/alumni
https://magazine.columbia.edu/issues/springsummer-2021
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/01/20/us-department-agriculture-announces-key-staff-appointments
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/25/president-biden-announces-his-intent-to-appoint-members-to-the-commission-on-fine-arts/
https://news.yale.edu/2021/04/30/historian-beverly-gage-nominated-national-council-humanities


Tom Rothman '80LAW, member, board of directors, Corporation for Public
Broadcasting

 

Defense, Foreign Affairs, and Security

Adil Ahmed '09CC, attorney advisor, Office of the General Counsel, Department of
the Army

Alice Albright '85SIPA, chief executive officer, Millennium Challenge Corporation

Caroline Baxter '09SIPA, deputy assistant secretary of defense for force education
and training, Department of Defense

Antony Blinken '88LAW, secretary of state

Herbert Block '87CC, commission member, US Commission for the Preservation of
America’s Heritage Abroad

Asha Castleberry-Hernandez '12SIPA senior adviser, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs,
Department of State

Raphael Chavez-Fernandez '19SIPA, deputy assistant secretary for
intergovernmental affairs, Department of Veterans Affairs

Julie J. Chung '96SIPA, acting assistant secretary, Bureau of Western Hemisphere
Affairs, Department of State

Camille P. Dawson '99SIPA, deputy assistant secretary, Bureau of East Asian and
Pacific Affairs

Jeffrey DeLaurentis '78SIPA, acting alternate rep. for special political affairs, US
Mission to the United Nations 

Margot Ellis '77BUS, acting assistant administrator, Bureau for Europe and
Eurasia, US Agency for International Development

Gabriel Escobar '90CC, deputy assistant secretary for European and Eurasian affairs,
Department of State 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/04/president-biden-announces-11-key-nominations-2/
https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2021/01/list-heres-bidens-day-one-pentagon-team/171471/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/06/president-biden-announces-10-key-nominations/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/caroline-baxter-3a22054/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/antony-j-blinken/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/19/president-biden-announces-key-appointments-to-boards-and-commissions-5/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/asha-castleberry-hernandez/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5698
https://www.state.gov/biographies/julie-j-chung/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/camille-p-dawson/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_DeLaurentis
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/margot-ellis
https://betabriefing.com/news/politics/16302-gabriel-escobar-to-succeed-matthew-palmer-as-of-sept-7


Kevin Fashola '17SIPA, special assistant, international security affairs, Department of
Defense

Dan Feldman '94LAW, chief of staff and counselor to special presidential envoy for
climate John Kerry, Department of State

Daniel Foote '86CC, special envoy for Haiti

Eric Garcetti '92CC, '95SIPA, ambassador to India

Ellen Germain '87GSAS, special envoy for holocaust issues

Ruben Harutunian '05CC, chargé d’affaires ad interim, US Embassy in Belarus

Amy Holman '87SIPA, deputy assistant secretary, Bureau of African Affairs

Nicole Mavis Isaac '04SIPA, commissioner, US Commission for the Preservation of
America’s Heritage Abroad

Lisa A. Johnson '91SIPA, deputy assistant secretary, Bureau of International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs 

Colin H. Kahl '00GSAS, under secretary of defense for policy, Department of Defense

Caroline Kennedy '88LAW, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the
Commonwealth of Australia

Jennifer R. Littlejohn '01SIPA, deputy director, policy planning staff, Department of
State

Nancy McEldowney '86SIPA, national security adviser to Vice President Harris

Brett McGurk '99LAW, coordinator, Middle East and North Africa, National Security
Council

Kasia Mendelsohn '91BC, '96SIPA, acting deputy administrator for defense nuclear
nonproliferation, National Nuclear Security Administration

Mikaela Meredith '88SIPA, Uzbekistan mission director, US Agency for International
Development

Jonathan E. Meyer '92LAW, general counsel, Department of Homeland Security 

https://www.uscc.gov/staff/kevin-fashola
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dan-feldman-95521b4/
https://www.state.gov/announcement-of-daniel-foote-as-special-envoy-for-haiti/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-07-09/la-mayor-garcetti-nominated-us-india-ambassador-biden
https://www.state.gov/biographies/ellen-germain/
https://by.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/dcm/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/amy-holman/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/14/president-biden-announces-key-appointments-to-boards-and-commissions/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/lisa-a-johnson/
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Biographies/Biography/Article/2591842/dr-colin-h-kahl/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/12/15/president-biden-announces-key-diplomatic-and-agency-nominees/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/jennifer-r-littlejohn/
https://www.usglc.org/positions/national-security-advisor-to-the-vice-president/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brett_McGurk
https://www.energy.gov/nnsa/contributors/kasia-mendelsohn
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/mikaela-meredith
https://www.sheppardmullin.com/pressrelease-742


Kin W. Moy '90SIPA, senior bureau official, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs,
Department of State

Peter Natiello '90SIPA, acting assistant administrator, Latin America and Caribbean
Bureau, US Agency for International Development

Teddy Nemeroff '09LAW, director, international cyber policy, National Security
Council

Anne Neuberger '05BUS, '05SIPA, deputy national security adviser for cyber and
emerging technology, National Security Council

Leslie Ordeman '98GS, '99SIPA, Acting Deputy Chief of Mission, US Embassy in Libya

Jung H. Pak '06GSAS, deputy assistant secretary, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific
Affairs, Department of State

Won Palisoul '16SPS, special assistant to the under secretary of defense for
personnel and readiness, Department of Defense

Robert Paschall '93CC, principal deputy assistant secretary, international affairs,
Department of Homeland Security 

David Pekoske '89SIPA, acting secretary, Department of Homeland Security

Pamela N. Phan '00LAW, acting special representative for commercial and business
affairs, Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs, Department of State

Dafna H. Rand '09GSAS, director, Office of Foreign Assistance, Department of State

Michael Raynor '86SIPA, ambassador to Senegal and Guinea-Bissau 

Veena Reddy '95LAW, India and Bhutan mission director, US Agency for International
Development

Mira K. Resnick '05GSAS, deputy assistant secretary for Regional Security Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs, Department of State 

Julissa Reynoso Pantaleon '01LAW, ambassador to Spain

Kimberly Rosen '00SIPA, deputy assistant administrator, Bureau for Development,
Democracy, and Innovation, US Agency for International Development

https://www.state.gov/biographies/kin-w-moy/
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/peter-natiello
https://www.executivegov.com/2021/06/former-nsa-cyber-adviser-teddy-nemeroff-named-to-national-security-council/
https://www.cyberscoop.com/biden-taps-nsa-cybersecurity-director-anne-neuberger-nsc/
https://ly.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/dcm/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/jung-h-pak/
https://sps.columbia.edu/faculty/won-palisoul
https://www.linkedin.com/in/paschall/
https://www.dhs.gov/person/david-pekoske
https://www.state.gov/biographies/pamela-n-phan/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/dafna-h-rand/
https://www.lafayettestudentnews.com/blog/2021/04/30/michael-raynor-84-earns-dual-nomination-as-ambassador-to-senegal-and-guinea-bissau/
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/veena-reddy
https://www.state.gov/biographies/mira-k-resnick/
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/07/27/jill-biden-chief-staff-spain-ambassador-500999
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/kimberly-rosen


Deborah Rosenblum '89SIPA, assistant secretary for nuclear, chemical, and
biological defense, Department of Defense

Allison Schwier '12SEAS, acting science and technology advisor, Office of the
Science and Technology Adviser

Robert P. Storch '85LAW, inspector general of the Department of Defense

Mark Stroh '00JRN, senior bureau official, Bureau of Global Public Affairs, Department
of State

Kevin Sturr '85CC, Southern Africa deputy mission director, US Agency for
International Development

John Sullivan '85LAW, ambassador to Russia

Puneet Talwar '90SIPA, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the
Kingdom of Morocco

Margaret L. Taylor '02LAW, general counsel, US Agency for International
Development

Rebecca Wexler '11SIPA, special advisor, Office of the Administrator, US Agency for
International Development

Daniel E. White '20SIPA, special assistant, strategy, plans, and capabilities,
Department of Defense

Oren Whyche-Shaw '77BUS, US Director of the African Development Bank

 

Economics, Finance, Commerce, and Labor

Felton C. Booker '06BUS, '06LAW, deputy assistant secretary for financial institutions
policy, Department of the Treasury 

Lea M. Bouzis '00SIPA, acting executive director of the United States, World Bank
Group

https://www.nti.org/newsroom/news/nti-leadership-statement-nomination-deborah-rosenblum-be-assistant-secretary-defense-nuclear-chemical-and-biological-defense-programs/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/allison-schwier/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/15/president-biden-announces-additional-nominees-2/
https://www.state.gov/biographies/mark-stroh/
https://www.usaid.gov/southern-africa-regional/leadership
https://ru.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/our-ambassador/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/18/president-biden-announces-key-nominees-7/
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/margaret-l-taylor
https://www.usaid.gov/who-we-are/organization/rebecca-wexler
https://www.linkedin.com/in/danielewhite/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/04/president-biden-announces-intent-to-nominate-nine-foreign-policy-and-national-security-leaders/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/felton-c-booker-29a9376/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/e/evangelia-lea-m-bouzis


Daniel E. Coates '90GSAS, senior advisor, Office of the Acting Director, Federal
Housing Finance Agency

Anne Driscoll '88SIPA, acting assistant secretary for industry analysis, International
Trade Administration, Department of Commerce

Jonathan Feigelson '88SIPA, '89LAW, general counsel,  Export-Import Bank of the
United States 

Eric Froman '03LAW, assistant general counsel for banking and finance, Department
of the Treasury

Ben Harris '03GSAS, assistant secretary for economic policy, Department of the
Treasury

Ryan Jacobs '19BUS, chief speechwriter and senior advisor, Department of the
Treasury

Maria Fabiana Jorge '00BUS, alternate executive director, Inter-American
Development Bank

Satyam Khanna '12LAW, senior policy advisor for climate and ESG, Securities and
Exchange Commission 

Jennifer Knight '01BUS, deputy assistant secretary for textiles, consumer goods, and
materials, International Trade Administration, Department of Commerce

Neil Mehrotra '13GSAS, deputy assistant secretary for macroeconomics, Office of
Economic Policy, Department of the Treasury

Sarah Morgenthau '85BC, '91LAW, deputy assistant secretary for travel and tourism
industry and analysis, International Trade Administration, Department of Commerce

Jennifer Sun '02GSAPP, member, Community Development Advisory Board

Tiffany Townsend '07SPS, senior advisor, Office of Government Contracting and
Business Development, US Small Business Administration

Arun Venkataraman '99LAW, director general, United States and Foreign Commercial
Service, and assistant secretary, global markets, Department of Commerce

https://www.fhfa.gov/AboutUs/who-we-are/Pages/Senior-Advisor.aspx
https://www.trade.gov/biography/anne-driscoll
https://www.exim.gov/news/exim-announces-key-staff-appointments-office-general-counsel
https://www.linkedin.com/in/eric-froman-534632/
https://news.northwestern.edu/stories/2021/03/president-biden-announces-his-intent-to-nominate-ben-harris-as-assistant-secretary-for-economic-policy/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/0001
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/10/president-biden-announces-ten-key-nominations/
https://www.sec.gov/news/press-release/2021-20
https://www.trade.gov/biography/jennifer-knight
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0042
https://www.trade.gov/biography/sarah-e-morgenthau
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/15/president-biden-announces-members-of-the-community-development-advisory-board/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tiffanytownsend/
https://theprint.in/world/joe-biden-nominates-indian-american-arun-venkataraman-to-a-key-administration-post/666242/


 

Energy and Environment

Travis Annatoyn '10LAW, deputy solicitor, energy and mineral resources,
Department of the Interior

Sue Biniaz '83LAW, international negotiations lead, Special Presidential Envoy for
Climate, Department of State

Dimple Chaudhary '05LAW, deputy general counsel, Nationwide Resource Protection
Programs, Environmental Protection Agency

Matt Christiansen '07CC, general counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Jose W. Fernandez '80LAW, under secretary of state, economic growth, energy, and
the environment

Radhika Fox '95CC, assistant administrator for water, Environmental Protection
Agency

Lindsay Hamilton '07SIPA, associate administrator for public affairs, Environmental
Protection Agency

Kathryn Isom-Clause '09LAW, deputy assistant secretary for Indian affairs,
Department of the Interior

Krystal Laymon '12SIPA, deputy director for climate resilience, White House Council
on Environmental Quality

Brenda Mallory '83LAW, chair, Council on Environmental Quality

Monica Medina '86LAW, assistant secretary, Bureau and Oceans and International
Environmental and Science Affairs, Department of State

Shara Mohtadi '14CC, '15SIPA, chief of staff, Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy, Department of Energy

Pamela Quinlan '05CC, '12SPS, chief of staff, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

https://www.linkedin.com/in/travis-annatoyn-a336996/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/person/sue-biniaz#:~:text=Sue%20Biniaz%20has%20recently%20joined,for%20the%20U.S.%20State%20Department.
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dimplechaudhary/
https://www.ferc.gov/matt-christiansen-general-counsel
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/17/president-biden-announces-his-intent-to-nominate-jose-w-fernandez-as-under-secretary-of-state-economic-growth-energy-and-the-environment/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/14/president-biden-announces-his-intent-to-nominate-key-administration-leaders-on-climate-and-transportation/
https://www.legistorm.com/person/bio/4449/Lindsay_C_Hamilton.html
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-welcomes-additional-biden-harris-appointees
https://www.linkedin.com/in/krystal-laymon-93813924/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ceq/chair-brenda-mallory/
https://www.csis.org/people/monica-medina
https://www.energy.gov/contributors/shara-mohtadi
https://www.ferc.gov/pamela-quinlan-chief-staff


Narayan Subramanian '13SEAS, '20LAW, legal adviser, Office of General Counsel,
Department of Energy

Shuchi Talati '10GSAS, chief of staff, Office of Fossil Energy, Department of Energy

Christy Veeder '09GSAS, senior advisor, Office of Energy Jobs , Department of
Energy

Celeste Zumwalt '21SIPA, briefing book coordinator, Department of the Interior

 

Executive Office of the President

Caroline Bettinger-López '03LAW, special advisor, Gender Policy Council

Sharon Block '87CC, associate administrator, Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs

Kimberly Chang '95CC, commissioner to the president’s advisory commission on
Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders

Michael Fuchs '04CC, deputy chief of staff to Vice President Kamala Harris

Pronita Gupta '96SIPA, special assistant to the president for labor and workers,
Domestic Policy Council

Chris Inglis '77SEAS, national cyber director

Hetal Jain '04SIPA, director for private sector engagement, White House Council on
Environmental Quality

Karine Jean-Pierre '03SIPA, White House principal deputy press secretary

Ashish Jha '92CC, White House COVID-19 response coordinator

Kevin Kim '99LAW, commissioner to the president’s advisory commission on Asian
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders

Patrick Meyers '15SIPA, researcher, White House Office of Presidential Personnel

https://www.energy.gov/contributors/narayan-subramanian
https://www.energy.gov/contributors/shuchi-talati
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christyveeder/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/celestezumwalt/
https://www.law.miami.edu/news/2021/august/biden-administration-appoints-miami-law%E2%80%99s-caroline-bettinger-l%C3%B3pez-gender-policy
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/sharon-block-union-ally-named-to-white-house-regulatory-post
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/12/20/president-biden-announces-intent-to-appoint-commissioners-to-the-presidents-advisory-commission-on-asian-americans-native-hawaiians-and-pacific-islanders/
https://www.bet.com/news/national/2021/01/08/kamala-harris-staff-announcements-advisors-communications-staff.html
https://www.clasp.org/profile/pronita-gupta
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/12/us/politics/chris-inglis-cyber-director.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hetal-jain/
https://www.sipa.columbia.edu/experience-sipa/sipa-profiles/karine-jean-pierre
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/03/17/zients-stepping-down-as-covid-coordinator/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/03/17/zients-stepping-down-as-covid-coordinator/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/12/20/president-biden-announces-intent-to-appoint-commissioners-to-the-presidents-advisory-commission-on-asian-americans-native-hawaiians-and-pacific-islanders/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/patrickmeyers1/


Chris DeRusha '09SIPA, federal chief information security officer, US Office of
Management and Budget

Jennifer Sokoler '10LAW, associate counsel, White House Counsel’s Office

 

Justice and Equity

Jasmine Bolton '14LAW, senior counsel, Office for Civil Rights, Department of
Education

Nusrat Jahan Choudhury '93CC, judge, United States District Court for the Eastern
District of New York

John H. Chun '91CC, judge, United States District Court for the Western District of
Washington

Cindy K. Chung '02LAW, attorney, Western District of Pennsylvania 

Kristen Clarke '00LAW, assistant attorney general for civil rights, Department of
Justice

Samantha D. Elliott '06LAW, judge, United States District Court for the District of
New Hampshire

Caroline Fredrickson '92LAW, commissioner, Presidential Commission on SCOTUS

Jacquelyn M. Kasulis '03LAW, acting United States attorney for the Eastern District of
New York

Charles Kitcher '03CC, '06LAW, associate general counsel, Federal Election
Commission

Jennifer Klein '90LAW, co-chair/executive director, White House Gender Policy
Council

Nicholas McQuaid '05LAW, acting assistant attorney general, Department of Justice

Trevor W. Morrison '98LAW, commissioner, Presidential Commission on SCOTUS

Richard B. Myrus '84CC, acting United States attorney for the district of Rhode Island

https://www.sipa.columbia.edu/experience-sipa/sipa-profiles/christopher-derusha
https://www.law.columbia.edu/faculty/jennifer-b-sokoler
https://wreg.com/news/memphis-woman-appointed-to-biden-administration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/19/president-biden-names-thirteenth-round-of-judicial-nominees/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/30/president-biden-names-eighth-round-of-judicial-nominees/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/27/president-biden-announces-four-new-nominees-to-serve-as-u-s-attorneys/
https://lawyerscommittee.org/staff/kristen-clarke/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/30/president-biden-names-eighth-round-of-judicial-nominees/
https://www.acslaw.org/person/caroline-fredrickson/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edny/pr/jacquelyn-m-kasulis-appointed-acting-united-states-attorney-eastern-district-new-york
https://www.fec.gov/updates/fec-announces-appointment-of-charles-kitcher-as-associate-general-counsel/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jennifer-klein-5433387/
https://www.justice.gov/criminal/meet-aag
https://its.law.nyu.edu/facultyprofiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=profile.biography&personid=28632
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ri/pr/united-states-attorney-aaron-l-weisman-submits-letter-resignation


David L. Neal '89LAW, director, Executive Office for Immigration Review, Department
of Justice

David Newman '02CC, associate deputy attorney general, Department of Justice

Myrna Pérez '03LAW, judge, United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit

Veronica S. Rossman '93CC, judge, United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth
Circuit

Jocelyn Samuels '81SIPA, '82LAW, vice chair, Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission

Alexander M.M. Uballez '11LAW, US attorney, district of New Mexico

Michael Waldman '82CC, member, Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court of
the United States 

Bobby Watts '94PH, member, COVID-19 Health Equity Task Force

 

Transportation

Amit Bose '94CC, '95SIPA, acting administrator, Federal Railroad Administration

Subash Iyer '07CC, chief counsel, Federal Transit Administration

 

Have we missed any appointees? Let us know at feedback@columbia.edu.

This article was originally published in May 2021. It was last updated in March 2022. 
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-merrick-b-garland-announces-appointment-david-neal-director-executive-office
https://www.mofo.com/resources/news/210121-john-carlin-david-newman-senior-leadership-doj.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/06/15/president-biden-announces-4th-slate-of-judicial-nominations/
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/courts/biden-names-colorado-public-defender-for-judgeship-on-denver-based-appeals-court/article_7ff8ab06-b321-11eb-88ce-6ff0f0ede1b9.html
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/jocelyn-samuels-to-be-nominated-for-new-five-year-eeoc-term
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/26/president-biden-announces-six-new-nominees-to-serve-as-u-s-attorneys/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/09/president-biden-to-sign-executive-order-creating-the-presidential-commission-on-the-supreme-court-of-the-united-states/
https://cornellsun.com/2021/03/01/biden-admin-taps-bobby-watts-81-to-tackle-homeless-health-care-solutions/
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/amit-bose
https://www.transit.dot.gov/officials/biographies/subash-iyer
https://magazine.columbia.edu/schoolabbreviations

