Arts & Humanities
The Battle for Grant’s Tomb

How a Columbia undergrad saved the grave of the 18th president.
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Frank Scaturro at the General Grant National Memorial. (Michael DiVito)

Frank Scaturro '94CC set down his suitcase in his freshman dorm and then walked
up Riverside Drive to the General Grant National Memorial.

It was the fall of 1990, and Scaturro, a presidential-history buff from New Hyde Park,
Long Island, was eager to visit Grant’s towering neoclassical mausoleum — the
largest in the Western Hemisphere — to offer his services as a volunteer.

Scaturro had been fascinated with Ulysses S. Grant from childhood and knew that
the monument, designed by John Duncan and managed since 1959 by the National
Park Service, had fallen on hard times. Yet when he arrived at 122nd Street, he was
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