
Science & Technology

The Magic of Building with 
Mushrooms

Fungus-based construction materials could be useful in remote settings or at the 
scenes of natural disasters. 
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An archway made of living bricks. (Ross McBee)

In an effort to move away from the devastating environmental impacts of the 
cement and concrete industries, scientists have been coaxing microorganisms such 
as fungi and bacteria to grow into rock-solid substances that can serve as 
sustainable building materials. Such biomaterials, which require little energy to 
produce, are often fireproof, waterproof, and completely biodegradable.
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